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ABOUT OUR COVER: "Blue Mountain Range" was created by
Alexis Taudel, a seventh grade student at Tantasqua Jr. High School.
Alexis' monochromatic painting was inspired by wanting to do
something different than her usual artwork, such as sketching and
coloring animated characters. She selected this image to recreate
because she wanted to work with the natural landscape and the
reflection on the water. Also, she thought it could work well with the
tempera paints.

Alexis is an Honor Roll student and enjoys art, math, and science
classes. In addition to expressing herself artistically, she enjoys
spending time with friends, as well as playing and practicing basketball
and softball. In terms of continuing her enjoyment of art, she noted "I
hope to continue to explore new mediums and further develop my
artistic abilities."
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Tantasqua Regional Tunior High School
IIA little bit about our school ... "
School Background:
Tantasqua Regional Junior High School proudly educates students from the towns of Brimfield, Brookfield, Holland, Sturbridge
and Wales. Entering as 7th gr aders, students from these five towns come together to join the Tantasqua learning community.
Tantasqua Regional Junior High School opened its doors in January 1975. It was home to grades seven, eight, and nine until
2002 at which time grade nine moved to Tantasqua Regional Senior High School.
Mission Statement:
Tantasqua Regional Junior High School is committed to providing a supportive, mutually respectful environment which allows
students an opportunity to achieve their fullest academic potential, recognizes the unique social, emotional, and physical
needs of the early adolescent, and fosters the importance of education in a global society.
To accomplish this mission we have established the following goals:
.,.. To provide positive, varied and challenging learning experiences consistent with the unique needs of the early adolescent learner.
"' To promote self-esteem, self-confidence, self-respect, self-discipline, and self-motivation.
.,.. To promote the concept that learning is a rewarding, positive, lifetime experience .
.,.. To help students recognize their abilities and achieve their maximum potential.
~

To provide students with the necessary skills to continue their formal education.
To help students develop critical thinking skills .

.r

To help students cope with the experiences inherent in early adolescence.
To provide positive interaction with the local and global community.

-"' To help prepare students to become contributing members of a democratic society.
.r

To foster respect for good citizenship and the rules of society and community.

In addition to the interdisciplinary team placements, two off-team programs for small populations of students at TRJHS exist.
The Pathways program provides students with disabilities academic, social, emotional, and life skills instruction and support.
A small group class setting for students who thrive with individualized instruction in the core academic curriculum is also
utilized when students are in need of a separate instructional environment outside of the regular education classroom.
Reading I Foreign Language Program

In addition to the core academic classes, students also experience electives in reading or foreign language and music. Based on
teacher recommendation and assessment scores, students may be placed into a reading class or foreign language upon
entering grade 7. Two levels of reading are offered. Choices in foreign language for the 2017-2018 school year will be French
and S
· h; the same language progresses to be studied in 8th

\

Performing Arts

In the area of music, students may choose amongst a host of options: Band,
Chorus, General Music, Hand Chimes and several co-curricular programs after
school including Jazz Ensemble, Show Choir and Select Chorus. Students in Band
or Chorus participate in small ensemble instruction every other school day
opposite physical education or a second mathematics class.
Exploratory Program:

Rounding out the academic experience for students is the Exploratory Program.
Students rotate through the program, experiencing five courses throughout the
school year. Course offerings are Technology Education, Engineering, Art, Health,
and Computer Applications in both grades. These courses meet daily.

Sample student schedule:
Block
Class Schedule
Advisory
Advisory
A
English (full year)
Mathematics (full year)
8
c
Science (full year)
Social Studies (full year)
D
LUNCH
Reading I Foreign Language
E
Exploratory
(Technology, Engineering, Art, Computer, Health 1, Health 2)
F
Performing Arts I Physical Education
G
Co-curricular offerings (Clubs I Athletics):
Because of the offering of a late bus service (3:15 and 5:00), students at TRJHS can extend their learning and overall
experience beyond the regular school day. There is something for everyone offered and the faculty and staff are willing to
explore new options brought up by students; all clubs are open to all students and enrollment is on a rolling basis. This rich
extension of the school day assists our school towards attaining the goals outlined in our mission statement.
Clubs & Activities
Newspaper
Art Club
Outing Club
Sewing Club
Ski Club
Tennis Club
Show Choir
Scrapbooking Club
National Junior Honor
Society
S.A.G.E. Recycling
Photography Club
Cooking Club
Tantascapella
Anime Club

Chess Club
Student Council
Social Club
Yearbook
Drama Club
Jazz Band
Gaming Club
Mountain Biking Club
Helping Hands for the
Homeless
Pod casting
Common Ground
Newspaper Club
Speech and Debate
Science Club

Athletics:
Baseball [interscholastic)
Softball (interscholastic)
Boys Basketball [interscholastic)
Girls Basketball [interscholastic)
Bovs Cross Country [interscholastic)
Girls Cross Country [interscholastic)
Field Hockey (club)
Boys Soccer [interscholastic)
Girls Soccer [interscholastic)
lntramurals (year round -basketball, floor
hockev, wiffleball, soccer, etc.)

