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FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 

Visual Arts 
 

Students are limited to one visual art course per year. 
 

 

TITLE: Digital Imaging Basics   Digital Imaging Basics 

COURSE NO: 0712      0713 

OFFERED: Semester Alternate Day   Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT: 2.5 Credits     2.5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: Responsible use of technology  Responsible use of technology 

GRADE(S): 10-12     9 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course covers the basics of digital imaging. Using cameras, scanners, and 

other sources we will cover the creation and editing of images using Adobe Photoshop, which will form the 

foundation for the course. Students will become familiar with Photoshop through watching demonstrations, and 

completing structured assignments as well as open ended assignments and projects. We will also work with 

Adobe InDesign and Illustrator to broaden your understanding of these essential tools. Topics we will explore 

include digital painting, using digital photos and scanning images, creating montages and collages, and creating 

web ready graphics. Whenever possible we will work outside of the digital realm, creating prints, books and 

objects out of our digital files. THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE 

DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

● Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

● Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 
 

 

TITLE: Drawing Drawing   

COURSE NO: 0701 0703    

OFFERED: Semester Alternate Day Semester Alternate Day  

CREDIT: 2.5 Credits 2.5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: None None 

GRADE(S): 10-12 9 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Students considering art school or architecture are strongly urged to sign up for 

Drawing. Art schools stress the importance of drawing, and they require high school seniors to include several 

examples of drawings in applicants’ college admissions portfolios. In our Drawing course, the art of drawing is 

practiced according to how it relates to our experience of seeing. In-class drawing assignments include the study 

of objects in our visible world, observing subjects in nature, observation of the student model, and still life.  

Subjects originating in our imagination are explored. Much emphasis is on proportions of the human figure and 

composition. The Drawing course teaches elements of design shared by all studio areas including tone, line, 

form, shape, texture, color, and perspective. Techniques practiced in Drawing may include conventional 

drawing tools, painting, mixed media, comic art, animation, printmaking or sculpture. An extensive drawing 

portfolio will result from the student’s completion of Drawing. THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED 

WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

● Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

● Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 
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TITLE: Fiber Arts and Design Fiber Arts and Design   

COURSE NO:  0725 0726 

OFFERED:  Semester Alternate Day Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT:  2.5 Credits 2.5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: None None 

GRADE(S):  10-12 9 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: With a rich history from various cultures, this course will allow teacher and 

students to explore practical techniques using a variety of approaches in weaving, surface design, felt-making, 

basketry, hand papermaking, dyeing, and fabric construction. Students will combine artistic ability, technical 

skill, and creative innovation as they learn how to make a design from its conception to finished product. Fiber 

Arts and Design teaches students both traditional and experimental techniques for working with Fibers; learning 

about patterns, color, and even composition in 3D form. Students are encouraged to investigate fibrous 

materials for their potential as sculptural, architectural and functional/wearable objects and for their combined 

use with other art forms. Learning in Fiber Arts and Design is supported with information about origins of fiber 

images and techniques, and their influences. THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER 

ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

● Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

● Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 
 

 

TITLE:  Painting Painting  

COURSE NO:  0702 0704  

OFFERED:  Semester Semester 

CREDIT:  5 Credits 5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: None None  

GRADE(S):  10-12 9 
  

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: The student will gain a renewed personal understanding of art through study in 

Painting. This course begins with color concepts and visual perception exercises in tempera. Issues regarding 

social relevance of art and "why painters paint" are explored through videos, slides, discussion and hands-on 

design assignments in watercolor, tempera and acrylic media. Themes relate art history, the student's 

observation skills, experimentation, drawing, and painting techniques. Later in the semester, the student will be 

introduced to the origins and ideas of abstract art to learn more about painting and the elements of design. 

Students will explore changing technologies and discover an expanding range of media available to facilitate 

their painterly artistic expression. An extensive portfolio of fine art paintings will result from the student's 

completion of Painting. 
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

● Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

● Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 
 

 

TITLE: Pottery    

COURSE NO: 0706      

OFFERED: Semester     

CREDIT: 5 Credits  

PREREQUISITES: Course open only to juniors and seniors    
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GRADE(S):  11-12 

  

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Students electing pottery will explore basic methods of expression in clay such 

as slab, coil, pinch, and extruded, to create mostly functional work. Through hand built projects students will 

learn the qualities and limitations of clay while using a variety of clay tools and techniques vital to the 

ceramicist. Once students are familiar with the qualities of clay, the wheel method will be introduced and 

encouraged for any interested students. In the second half of this course, students will be expected to 

demonstrate a proficiency of the methods covered in the first portion of this course. In addition, students will 

experiment with both low and high-fire clays, raku & reduction firings, as well as a range of glazing and firing 

techniques, while acquiring and practicing appropriate potters’ terminology. A more sculptural and non-

functional approach to pottery will also be encouraged through the use of themes in their work. Students will 

complete a “Final Project” demonstrating their newly acquired skills in technique and design.   
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

● Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

● Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 
 

 

TITLE:  Printmaking Printmaking  

COURSE NO:  0717 0718  

OFFERED:  Semester Semester 

CREDIT:  5 Credits 5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: None None 

GRADE(S):  10-12 9 
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE: The student learns art and design concepts through challenging 

assignments in a variety of printmaking media. This course offers a unique hands-on approach to explore and 

create multiple, original works of 2-dimensional art. Four units of study including relief, lithography, intaglio 

and serigraphy processes, engage the student in new applications of drawing, sculpting, and painting methods.  

Printmaking includes stamped, engraved and stenciled art creations on linoleum, wood, metal, paper, and fabric.  

Emphasis is on learning through discovery and invention. Works by important graphic artists and printmakers 

are introduced and analyzed. An extensive design portfolio of artwork will result from the student’s completion 

of Printmaking. 
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

● Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

● Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 
 

 

TITLE: Sculpture Sculpture    

COURSE NO: 0710 0711     

OFFERED: Semester Semester    

CREDIT: 5 Credits 5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: None None    

GRADE(S):  10-12 9 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Today, a new movement in sculptural design, materials, methods, and 

expression has evolved. In conjunction with the Technical Departments, students are given the opportunity to 

explore new developments in sculptural design and form.  Emphasis will build from creating simple organic and 

geometric forms to the more complex human figure, including conceptual considerations (and some drawing) 

for more advanced projects. Each student electing this course is expected to have completed several energetic 
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projects by the end of this course. Choice of materials may include: metal, wood, clay, plaster, plastics, paper, 

fabrics, fibers and nature. Also, students will use techniques such as plaster carving, wood and paper 

construction and deconstruction, slip, cast, slump mold, drape mold, press molds, seal peal molds, and waste 

molds. More advanced methods of working with three-dimensional forms may be explored during the 

progression of this course. 
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

● Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

● Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 
 

 

TITLE: Small Metals (Jewelry)  

COURSE NO: 0714  

OFFERED: Semester  

CREDIT: 5 Credits  

PREREQUISITES: Safe and responsible conduct  

GRADE(S): 10-12 

  

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: The student’s learning in Small Metals comes from what they have garnered by 

their own work and thought.  In the first half of this course, sketching/note-taking, design and methods are 

stressed. Copper, brass and nickel wire are extensively used to transpose ideas into reality. Basic bending, 

cutting, filing, hammering, soldering, and enameling become important tools for the beginning jeweler. In the 

second half of this course, students are expected to show proficiency in the skills acquired in the first half of this 

course. In addition, design now becomes aligned with the imagination of the student's own design philosophy 

and its natural evolving factor. Each student is expected to produce quality sterling at this point. Students may 

be required to purchase all sterling silver to be used in their projects. Students will also work with enamels, 

resins, pewter/silver castings, mixed media, hot & cold forming and fabrications, lapidary, and patinas. Personal 

and class safety are stressed in the small metals studio; alternate assignments may be given to those students 

demonstrating a lack of shop safety. Jewelry design assignments are explored in a shop/lab environment where 

every student is expected to adhere to all safety regulations. All course work will be done in class, while the 

student is also encouraged to explore further and develop design ideas beyond class time. 
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

● Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

● Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 
 

 

TITLE: Advanced Junior/Senior Art Studio 

COURSE NO: 0730 

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: Participation only through invitation and confirmation in advance by a   

 sponsoring art instructor 

GRADE(S): 11-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course bestows a privilege upon the most serious student of art. The 

student’s nomination to this program will be submitted to his or her guidance counselor by a member of the 

visual art faculty. The student who is accepted into the Advanced Junior/Senior Art Studio program is eligible 

for a second art course in the same school year. The student who participates in this program will be 

accountable to the instructor for major effort and a greater course load than in a regular studio course. A 

portfolio-quality level of work will result from the semester’s work in Advanced Junior/Senior Art Studio. 
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Performing Arts 
 

The Music Department offers courses which focuses on music performance, and/or the theory of music.  An 

audition process will determine membership in some ensembles. 
 

 

TITLE:  Concert Band    Concert Band  

COURSE NO:  0752     0754 

OFFERED:  Full Year Alternate Day  Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT:  5 Credits    2.5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: Previous instrumental study  Previous instrumental study 

GRADE(S):  9-12     9-12 
 

NOTE:  This course is separate from the Marching Band. Members of the Concert Band are not required 

to participate with the Marching Band.   
  

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Band is open to all high school students who have had previous band experience 

or have studied an instrument privately. Band students utilize and refine their playing skills through 

performance of literature encompassing a wide variety of styles. The ultimate goal is to achieve the highest 

level of personal and ensemble performance. Students are required to perform at fall, holiday, all-region, 

assessments, and spring concerts, as well as graduation exercises. Performances are the equivalent of 

examinations. Students are graded on instrumental technique, mastery of the music, rehearsal conduct, attitude, 

effort, and participation. Related band activities may include festivals, exchange programs, and competitions. 

THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE.   
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:  Honor Band     

COURSE NO:  0783     

OFFERED:  Full Year Alternate Day   

CREDIT:  5 Credits     

PREREQUISITES: Previous instrumental study and teacher recommendation   

GRADE(S):  9-12      
  

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Honor Band is scheduled at the same time as Concert Band and is designed to 

add more rigor to the Concert Band class. In addition to the requirements of Concert Band, Honor Band 

students will be required to further their studies through full year enrollment in the course and enrollment in a 

private lesson program. Students must also perform an audition for the CDMMEA Band or Orchestra, complete 

graded, in-class performance assessments (not pass/fail), attend at least one professional performance on the 

students’ main instrument, and prepare one term paper about the professional performance attended. This course 

is intended for those students who are serious about becoming outstanding musicians. THIS COURSE MUST 

BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE.   
 



34 

 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

NOTE:  This course is separate from the Marching Band.  Members of the Concert Band are not required 

to participate with the Marching Band.   
 

 

TITLE: Concert Choir Concert Choir  

COURSE NO: 0751 0750 

OFFERED: Full Year Alternate Day Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT: 5 Credits 2.5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: None None 

GRADE(S): 9-12 9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Concert Choir is a mixed choral ensemble that is open to all students who have 

a desire to sing.  No previous choral experience or formal audition is required.  This course emphasizes the 

development of musical literacy and correct vocal technique so that students are able to perform repertoire of 

medium to advanced levels of difficulty.  Students will develop aural and sight-singing skills using solfeggio 

and Kodaly methodology, and engage in the comprehensive study of performance repertoire, drawn from all 

style periods.  In addition to rehearsals, students are required to perform in three to four concerts during the 

school year.  Performances are the equivalent of examinations.  Only singers who miss a performance with a 

valid excuse will be permitted to do an alternative make-up project.  Students will be graded on participation, 

attitude, effort, musical knowledge and the progress of their skill development, regardless of ability level.  

THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:  Honor Choir      

COURSE NO:  0784     

OFFERED:  Full Year Alternate Day   

CREDIT:  5 Credits     

PREREQUISITES: Previous instrumental study and teacher recommendation   

GRADE(S):  9-12      
  

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Honor Choir is scheduled at the same time as Concert Choir and is designed to 

add more rigor to the Concert Choir class. In addition to the requirements of Concert Choir, Honor Choir 

students will be required to further their studies through full year enrollment in the course and enrollment in a 

private lesson program. Students must also perform an audition for the CDMMEA Chorus, complete graded, in-
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class performance assessments (not pass/fail), attend at least one professional performance on the students’ 

main instrument, and prepare one term paper about the professional performance attended. This course is 

intended for those students who are serious about becoming outstanding musicians. THIS COURSE MUST 

BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE.   
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:                       Acting and Theatre 

COURSE NO:            0790           

OFFERED:                 Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT:                    2.5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES:    None 

GRADE(S):                9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  Students will explore the elements of theatre and develop a deeper and fuller 

understanding of acting, music, and dance as art forms. Students are expected to actively participate in every 

class as they work toward a positive self-image through the performing arts. Students study selected plays from 

the perspectives of actors and directors, and the strategies of playwrights to develop the ability to imagine the 

play in performance and to appreciate the range of theatre's possibilities. Students will explore technical 

elements of theatrical production (e.g., sets, lights, costumes, and sound) and their relation to each other 

(involves hands-on, practical work). Students train in exercises to develop concentration, imagination, and life 

observation. Improvisations will encourage physical and emotional freedom. This beginning work will teach 

stage craft, "moment to moment" spontaneity and a specific approach to researching and rehearsing a 

contemporary scene and monologue. Homework and class work will consist of analyzing scripts and lines, 

learning monologues, collaborating on theatre and script projects, and analyzing theatre styles through the use 

of both live and video presentations (i.e. movie musicals, etc.). THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED 

WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:            Advanced Instrumental Studio  

COURSE NO:          0787 

OFFERED:               Semester Alternate Day  

CREDIT:                   2.5 credits 

PREREQUISITES:   Enrollment and participation in Concert Band  
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GRADE(S):               9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course provides an opportunity for students to work on solo and chamber 

ensemble literature.  Students utilize and refine their playing skills through performance of literature 

encompassing a wide variety of styles. The ultimate goal is to achieve the highest level of personal and 

ensemble performance. Students are required to perform at MMEA district/all state auditions, annual spring 

chamber music recital, and/or MICCA Solo and Ensemble adjudication. Performances are the equivalent of 

examinations. Students are graded on instrumental technique, mastery of the music, attitude, effort, and 

participation. THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

• Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

• Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms  

• Communicate effectively through artistic forms  

• Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals  

• Collaborate effectively in a learning environment  

• Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures  
 

 

TITLE:                      Advanced Vocal Studio  

COURSE NO:           0788 

OFFERED:                Semester Alternate Day  

CREDIT:                   2.5 credits 

PREREQUISITES:   Enrollment and participation in Concert Choir, Show Choir, or Choraleers  

GRADE(S):               9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course provides an opportunity for students to work on solo and chamber 

ensemble literature.  Students utilize and refine their singing skills through performance of literature 

encompassing a wide variety of styles. The ultimate goal is to achieve the highest level of personal and 

ensemble performance. Students are required to perform at MMEA district/all state auditions, annual spring 

chamber music recital, and/or MICCA Solo and Ensemble adjudication. Performances are the equivalent of 

examinations. Students are graded on vocal technique, mastery of the music, attitude, effort, and participation. 

THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations:  

• Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

• Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms  

• Communicate effectively through artistic forms  

• Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals  

• Collaborate effectively in a learning environment  

• Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE: History of Rock and Roll in America: 1920 - Present 

COURSE NO.: 0786 

OFFERED: Semester 

CREDIT: 5 Credits  

PREREQUISITES: None 

GRADE(S): 9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course offers students a historical perspective of Rock and Roll in the 

context of American history.  It is designed for not only the experienced musician, but also for those students 
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who have an appreciation for the art of popular music and a desire to further their study of American history 

through Rock. During this class, students will view live musical performances, interviews with artists and 

historical figures, and historical footage that will help them to better understand the social and political context 

from which different songs emerged. Students will be challenged to be critical listeners and thinkers, while 

participating in writing activities and projects. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Communicate ideas through effective inquiry 

 Communicate ideas through writing 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:  Introduction to Dance  

COURSE NO:  0799 

OFFERED:  Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT:  2.5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: None 

GRADE(S):  9-12 
 

NOTE:   This course fulfills PE or Fine Arts graduation requirement 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  Students will explore the elements of dance and develop a deeper and fuller 

understanding of music and dance as art forms.  Students will study various genres of dance that will promote 

correct posture and physical conditioning as they work to execute the basic movements of these styles. This 

course will also require students to create their own choreography and analyze and critique a variety of dance 

performances.  This is an active class that will encourage the development of flexibility, coordination, stamina, 

and strength through dance training and aerobic conditioning. Students are expected to wear dance attire and 

actively participate in every class as they work toward a more positive self -image through the performing 

arts.  Homework and class work will consist of practicing dance steps, creating original dance combinations, 

collaborating on choreography projects, and analyzing dance styles through the use of both live and video 

presentations (i.e. movie musicals, dance concerts, etc.). THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH 

ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:  Dance II   

COURSE NO:  0798 

OFFERED:  Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT:  2.5 Credits 



38 

 

PREREQUISITES: Minimum grade of ‘A-’ in Introduction to Dance or student must be a participant in 

intermediate level of dance class with an outside studio 

GRADE(S):  9-12 
 

NOTE:   This course fulfills PE or Fine Arts graduation requirement 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  This intermediate/advanced course is designed for students interested in career 

fields in the performing arts and for extra-curricular dancers interested in expanding their knowledge base 

beyond that offered in technique dance classes. Focus is on biomechanics of dance vocabulary, aesthetics of 

performance, choreography and history. As this is a practical course, performance is required. Course may be 

repeated for credit. THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY 

COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE: Music Composition and Technology 

COURSE NO: 0797 

OFFERED: Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT: 2.5 Credits 

0BPREREQUISITES:    None 

GRADE(S): 9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  Students will be provided with an overview and hands-on exploration of topics 

relating to the integration of music and technology.  The course will utilize MIDI applications including the use 

of several sound controllers for music sequencing and editing.   Notation and sequencing software such as 

Finale Allegro will be utilized as students create and experiment with music and sound in order to create and 

notate original musical compositions.  While prior music reading skills are not required, basic knowledge of 

music theory including the grand staff, rhythmic reading and a working knowledge of basic musical forms is a 

plus. THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE: Music Theory  

COURSE NO: 0770 

OFFERED: Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT: 2.5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: Teacher Recommendation 
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GRADE(S): 9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: This course is designed for not only the experienced musician, but also for those 

students who have an appreciation for the art of music and a desire to further their study.  Students will be 

presented with a working approach to how music is notated, organized, and created.  After learning the basic 

concepts of musical sound and space, (intervals, time, harmony and rhythm), students will have the opportunity 

to practice and apply those concepts through original composition.  Students will learn basic keyboard skills and 

compose and record their own musical works using our Electronic Music Lab.  All students will be required to 

complete at least one project for this course in addition to class work and homework assignments. THIS 

COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE: Piano 

COURSE NO:  0782 

OFFERED:  Semester Alternate Day 

CREDIT:  2.5 Credits 

PREREQUISITES: Access to a keyboard for daily practice 

GRADE(S):  9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  Students will learn to play the piano using proper techniques and practices.  

The keyboard is studied from both an analytical and historical perspective so that students will develop an 

understanding of the keyboard from its early beginnings of the harpsichord and piano forte to modern day 

electronic pianos and synthesizers.  Students will develop their ability to read and write musical notation and 

apply their knowledge of musical terminology to expressively perform various genres of repertoire for the piano 

from beginning to more advanced pieces depending on the experience and skill level of the student.  In addition 

to a research paper and bi-weekly performance evaluations, students may be required to perform selections in a 

recital at the end of the semester.  Students electing this course must have access to a keyboard for daily 

practice.  THIS COURSE MUST BE MATCHED WITH ANOTHER ALTERNATE DAY COURSE. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
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Advanced Placement 

TITLE:  Advanced Placement Music Theory 

COURSE NO:  (AP) 0776 

OFFERED:  Full Year, Alternate Day 

CREDIT:  5 Credits 

LEVELS:  AP 

PREREQUISITES: Minimum grade of ‘B’ in Music Theory and/or teacher recommendation   

GRADE(S):  10-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: AP Music Theory is a yearlong course that teaches a wide array of musical 

concepts. Along with music theory and beginning composition, students focus on aural skills, dictation, and 

sight singing. Students learn the basics of music notation and score analysis, as well as knowledge of basic tonal 

harmony in the eighteenth century common practice period style.  Students will engage in a variety of written, 

singing, and compositional exercises to explore the many aspects of musical composition and analysis. The 

focus will be on learning the foundational principles of music theory that foster aptitude in analysis and 

beginning composition, as well as developing a student’s ability to recognize, understand, analyze, and describe 

the aspects and processes of music heard or seen on a score. By enrolling in this course, students are committing 

to taking the Advanced Placement Exam in May. Financial assistance with exam fees is available for those 

students in need. Students should see his or her guidance counselor to receive assistance. THIS COURSE 

MUST BE MATCHED WITH ONE ALTERNATE DAY COURSE EACH SEMESTER.  

 

Afterschool Ensembles 
 

 

TITLE:                        Choraleers 

COURSE NO:  0760   

OFFERED:  Full Year, After School 3 Hours plus/Week 

CREDIT:  1 Credit 

PREREQUISITE:       Fall Semester - Auditions in spring of previous school year. 

GRADE(S):  9-12       

 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  Choraleers is a selective vocal ensemble which studies and performs accapella 

chamber music.  The repertoire focuses primarily on musical literature arranged in 4 to 8 part harmony.  

Students will develop musical independence through their ability to interpret notation, analyze musical scores, 

and apply the skills necessary to execute the demanding literature studied in this course.  Enrollment is with 

permission from the instructor through an audition process.  Performances are mandatory and more frequent 

than other vocal ensembles, especially during the holiday season.  For the purpose of assessment, these 

performances are considered the equivalent of examinations and are evaluated in addition to written class work 

and homework to determine grading.  Only singers who miss a performance with a valid excuse are allowed to 

do an alternative make-up project.  Students are graded on vocal technique, mastery of the repertoire, 

musicianship, and rehearsal conduct.  Students selected for this after-school ensemble are strongly encouraged 

to participate in the Concert Choir course during the school day. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 
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 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

TITLE:  Jazz Ensemble    

COURSE NO:  0761     

OFFERED:  Semester, After School 3 Hours/Week 

CREDIT:  1 Credit   

PREREQUISITES: Members of the Jazz Ensemble are strongly encouraged, but not required, to take Concert 

Band as well.   

GRADE(S):  9-12     
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Jazz Ensemble is open to students who play saxophone, trumpet, trombone, and 

rhythm section instruments (other instrumentalists must have the permission of the instructor).  This ensemble 

will emphasize the interpretation of a wide variety of jazz styles, the development of individual improvisation 

skills, and the preparation of standard and advanced level jazz charts for public performance. This ensemble 

performs at regular senior high school concerts, as well as community events, throughout the year.  Students are 

graded based on effort and attendance.  
  
Student Learning Expectations: 

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:   Marching Band 

COURSE NO:   0753 

OFFERED:   Full Year, after school 

Fall: August Band Camp, Two Weekly Rehearsals, Football Games 

         Spring: Parades, Spring Band Camp    

CREDIT:   1 Credit 

PREREQUISITES: Band experience 

GRADE(S):  9-12  
 

NOTE:  Members of the Marching Band are strongly encouraged, but not required, to take 

Concert Band as well.   
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  The Tantasqua Warrior Marching Band is an extension of the Tantasqua Fine 

Arts Department. The ensemble is made up of dedicated students committed to creating an encouraging, caring, 

and welcoming environment. The Warrior Marching Band is partly a student managed ensemble. There is an 

appointed drum major, assistant drum major, color guard captain, drum line captain, section leaders, and band 

manager. The Tantasqua Warrior Marching Band performs at all home football games, occasional away games, 

pep rallies, and local parades. The band also travels to participate in parades and adjudicated competition 

festivals. Students are graded based on effort and attendance.  
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 
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 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

TITLE:  Show Choir 

COURSE NO:  0757 

OFFERED: Full Year/See Show Choir Director for yearly schedule of planned rehearsals. 

CREDIT:  1 Credit 

PREREQUISITES: By audition to be conducted in the spring for the following school year 

GRADE(S):  9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: Show Choir is a mixed vocal ensemble in which the performers are expected to 

sing and dance. A professional choreographer works with the vocal instructor to create and teach 

dance/movement to each piece.  No dance experience is necessary, but a willingness to work hard is essential.  

The repertoire consists of musical selections drawn from the jazz, pop, and Broadway idioms. Students are 

required to read musical notation and sight-sing at least at a beginner level, but moderate to advanced levels are 

preferred.  The show choir student must also have a working knowledge of musical terminology and the skill to 

execute those principles as they apply to the repertoire studied.  Course enrollment is with permission from the 

instructor, resulting from auditions, which take place during the spring of the previous school year. Students 

selected for this after-school ensemble are strongly encouraged to participate in the Concert Choir course 

during the school day. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Develop skills necessary to identify, define, and solve complex problems 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
 

 

TITLE:  Vocal Jazz Ensemble 

COURSE NO:  0769  

OFFERED:  Full Year, After School 3 Hours/Week 

CREDIT:  1 Credit 

PREREQUISITE: Permission of instructor and audition 

GRADE(S):  9-12 
 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:  Students in this highly selective vocal ensemble will study and perform a varied 

repertoire of pieces from the Jazz genre.  From big band charts and jazz standards, to innovative arrangements 

of contemporary pop music, students will analyze and prepare music in six to eight vocal parts.  This ensemble 

performs at The Winter and Spring Concerts, the annual Fine Arts Cabaret, and Jazz Showcase, and competes 

each spring.  Members of the Vocal Jazz Ensemble possess the ability to read musical notation fluently and 

analyze choral scores using solfege with a moderate to advanced level of facility.  Performances are mandatory 

and are considered the equivalent of examinations for the purpose of assessment.  Students are graded on vocal 

technique, mastery of the repertoire evidenced by their ability to perform vocal parts alone, musicianship, and 
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rehearsal conduct. Students selected for this after-school ensemble are strongly encouraged to participate in the 

Concert Choir course during the school day. 
 

Student Learning Expectations: 

 Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize information  

 Communicate effectively through oral/non-verbal forms 

 Communicate effectively through artistic forms 

 Engage in educational pathways and choices consistent with their interests, abilities, and goals 

 Collaborate effectively in a learning environment 

 Demonstrate the ability to understand and appreciate other nations and cultures 
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