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PARENT NEWSLETTER-MARCH 8TH, 2020
The month of February is a quick one here at TRJHS being the shortest month while also
including a week of winter break. In those short three weeks of school we still nd a way to
squeeze in a number of activities as well as begin to prepare for the spring. As we get closer
to spring we inch closer to MCAS testing, spring sports and the spring circuit of musical
performances. One added bonus to the spring is our school play. The students have been
working extremely hard this year and the play will run over two nights at the end of March. I
encourage anyone who is able to attend to come on out and support this amazing cast of
characters who will undoubtedly put on a great performance. Please take a minute to see
below a number of things that have been going on around the halls of TRJHS!

WINTER OLYMPICS
On Friday, February 14th, we held our annual Winter Olympics in the gym for all of our grade 7
students. The students were able to create signs, wear their team colors and cheer on loudly
their own grade level teams based on their respective colors: the red, white and blue teams.
Flags representing all nations around the world lined the walls as students lled the bleachers.
Competitors marched in to the theme of the Olympics and took a victory lap around the gym
before we kicked off the events of the day. Students competed in three events, a luge race,
biathlon and bobsled racing. All of this culminated with the students vs. staff hockey game.
The students from the blue team were able to come out with a 3-2 victory over the staff in a
hard fought game. The event was a huge success for our 7th grade students who enjoyed a
Friday afternoon as a school community!

OPEN CLASSROOM-SAVE THE DATE
We will be hosting an "Open Classroom" day at the end of March. Mr. Greene and Mrs. Willard
have been working all year with staff to plan a day for parents to attend school with their child
and get a glimpse of a day in the life of their student. More information will be available as we
get closer to the date. We hope folks can join us that day and we look forward to a great
opportunity to showcase the amazing work that is done by our students and staff every day.
Please see the message below!

INTERNET SAFETY DAY
We were fortunate enough to be joined by a guest speaker, Ellen Miller from the District
Attorney’s O ce of Worcester, to deliver her presentation to all of our grade 7 students on
internet safety. She visits schools throughout central MA regularly to help encourage students
to be safe while using social media and the internet. The presentation is always timely as she
provides very personalized stories to engage our kids on the potential risks that exist in the
virtual world. On the same day during exploratory classes, students from both 7th and 8th
grade reported to the library as a large group and participated in a number of activities to learn
about internet safety and their digital footprint. Students played Kahoot games, watched
Harbor episodes and learned how to navigate apps such as Instagram in a safe, appropriate
way. This was all part of recognizing Safer Internet Day which is recognized nationwide during
February.

HONOR'S BREAKFAST
We are fortunate to work in a school that is home to some of the hardest working students
around. We had two mornings this past month where we were able to recognize students in

each grade who have earned either honors or high honors throughout the rst half of the year.
The amount of students being called to the podium to receive their certi cates was
impressive, almost as much so as the amount of parents and family support that was on
display in the audience. It was great to see how many people who were able to join us for a
breakfast with the kids to show our support for their great efforts. In 7th grade we had
standing room only. Thank you to all of our school community members who were able to
come out and show their support for our students on their academic achievement.

SAVE PROMISE CLUB
Here at TRJHS we've created a SAVE promise club, which stands for Students Against
Violence Everywhere. These students get together monthly to plan events that promote a
positive school climate. This group was created as a part of the Safe Schools grant we
received in partnership with the Sandy Hook Promise organization. Students attended a
conference back in early January to discuss school climate and serve as student leaders to
bring back activities we can implement here at the junior high. This is the group that supported
our Start With Hello Week back in September and contributed to our presenter who came back
in December. They have great ideas to help target ways to support everyone and build a school
culture that supports all students and helps reach those kids who may feel socially isolated.
Stay tuned for some of their activities as they are planned moving forward. Pictured below is
the SAVE Promise Club National Newsletter from October 2019 that did a spotlight on our
TRJHS "Start With Hello" Week. We couldn't be prouder of all of the efforts we continue to put
in to embrace diversity and support all students.

TASTEFULLY TED
Tastefully TED was an evening of delicious food and good times hosted this year at the
Publick House in Sturbridge on Friday February 7th. The turnout was great with some delicious
food as well as a large amount of donated gift baskets that were ra ed off to those who
participated in the auction. Thank you to the TED organization for all of their ongoing support
to programs and grants that directly bene t our students.

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSITION PLANNING
During the month of February, we begin the process towards transitioning our students from
8th grade over to the high school. Earlier in the month our Tantasqua Vocational Counselor
conducted interviews and our students have already since been noti ed on their acceptance to
the Vocational High School for next school year. Also, students were given a presentation
from the TRHS Guidance Department on course selections which was followed by a parent
informational session that many attended. Principal Lucas and Mrs. Kantrell were able to
explain the course selection process and help guide our parents through the process of
getting student schedules set as far in advance as possible to ease the transition. It's crazy to
think that we are already close enough to the end of the year to be even discussing
transitions, but we are just a few short months away from sending another group of 8th
graders on to the high school!

ANIMAL SANCTUARY CLUB
Come join us in April for our 1st ever walk-a-thon hosted by our Animal Sanctuary club. Please
see the yer below for more information.

SPOTLIGHT DEPARTMENT- ELA AND
READING
The Reading and English Departments have been working diligently on their curriculum. While
the eighth grade ELA teachers are focusing on different texts, they each created a writing
assignment that has elevated the students’ understanding. Myths, narratives and oral
presentations have been implemented, addressing the central ideas of the text.
Students continue to strengthen their revising and editing skills as well as their use of
dialogue in a text.
The seventh graders are onto reading and analyzing poetry. The students have been exposed
to a variety of poets for Black History Month and will be working with many more poets and
poem types. In addition to learning about a speci c poet, students will be analyzing poems

and identifying literary devices used to create stronger imagery. Students will be creating their
own poetry which will be on display during Open Classroom this March. Using poetry and
other types of literature, students have been strengthening their writing skills by working on
thesis statements and incorporating textual evidence to support their central idea.
The reading classes have been reading realistic ction novels that students are able to make
personal and real-world connections to. The students have been creating character boxes for
the novels they are reading. Other activities include anagrams which appear in some of the
novels. The eighth graders are working on a novel that connects previous skills and talking
points. They are able to make text-to-text connections which help them strengthen their
comprehension.
Seventh grade reading just completed their short story projects where the students are given a
black and white photo and have to create a short story, following the rules of plot, character
development & setting as well as editing into nal drafts. The creativity was overwhelming and
soon the eighth graders will be able to demonstrate their understanding of the elements of
plot with their own black and white photo stories.

WELCOME TO THE TEAM
We would like to welcome our newest addition to the Tantasqua Junior High School teaching
team, Mr. Neil Dzermian. Mr. Dzermian will be serving as the long term substitute on the red
team in grade 7 teaching Social Studies for Mrs. Miarecki who has taken her maternity leave.

GRANDPARENTS RAISING KIDS NIGHT

WINTER SPORTS RECAP
The boys basketball team nished the season with a record of 15-1. They closed out the
season with only losing one game to Charlton Middle School, a team they defeated later in the
season.
The boys worked hard during practices and invested the time and effort to continue to improve
as the season has progressed. They have been true student athletes as they have invested just
as much time to their academics. We are very proud of this team and how hard they worked to
nish this season strong.
Similar to the boys, the girls basketball team nished the season 15-1 as well. They were also
handed a loss to a tough Northbridge team. The girls worked hard every practice and game.
They were a great group of girls who were respectful, hardworking, determined and dedicated
to their academics and the game of basketball.
We are very proud of both teams as they enjoyed a successful season in all facets!

SPRING SPORTS TRYOUT SCHEDULE
There has been an update to the previously mentioned spring sports tryout schedule for next
week. Both dates and location have been changed. Please see the following dates. Due to
possible snow at the end of the next week,the Boys baseball tryouts will start Monday March
9.
Baseball
March 9 8th grade only 2-4:45 @ high school
March 10 7th grade only @ high school 2-4:45
March 11 7 &8 grade @ high school 2-4:45
Softball
March 9 2-4:45 7&8 @TRJHS
March 10 2-4:45 7&8 @TRJHS
Signup sheets will be in the nurses o ce, so she can check on physicals.
Also the Schooldocs info form will be there, and in the cafeteria.

ELECTION TIME WITH MR. SCHUR
With it being primary and caucus season, Mr. Schur had a mini-lesson on the difference
between a primary and a caucus and then took a whole class to caucus for our favorite pizza
toppings. Just like in the Iowa caucuses, students publicly voted for their rst choice and then
gave speeches between "candidate" groups to try to persuade supporters of other candidates
to switch teams during the realignment votes. In case you were wondering, the most popular
pizza toppings were pepperoni, extra cheese, bacon, and (believe it or not) pineapple.
The students did an awesome job making sound arguments for their top choice and, as a
matter of fact, the pineapple group barely obtained the requisite 15% in the rst round to move
onto the realignment vote; however, they were able to win the majority by the last realignment
vote due to their very detailed and logical arguments.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR
MARCH
2 - 3rd Quarter Progress Reports distributed
4 - 9am Sports physicals at High School
5:30pm Maestros Rehearsal- Chorus Room
6 - Student of the Month
11 - 3:15pm School Council Meeting
5:30pm Maestros Rehearsal- Chorus room
7pm All Region Band Concert- HS Aud
13 - Bartlett Show Choir Competition
JH Boston Symphony Concert Field Trip
17 - 7pm TRSD School Committee Mtg
18 - 5:30pm Maestros Rehearsal- Chorus Room
20 - Andover Show Choir Competition
Connections Conference Field Trip
25 - 5:30pm Maestros Rehearsal- Chorus Room
26 - ½ Professional Development Day
7:40am - 10:30am Open Classroom 2020
7pm TRJHS School Play
27 - ADL Annual Youth Conf Field Trip
7:40am - 10:30am Snow Date Open Classroom 2020
6:00pm TRJHS School Play
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